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Introduction
Making georeferenced specimens and observation data available for a broad scientific community, e.g. "Global Biodiversity Information Facility" (GBIF.org), is one of the great efforts of modern biological sciences. Nevertheless, such databases still suffer major flaws regarding mistaken identity of collection specimens (Goodwin et al. 2015) , accuracy of the georeferencing process, or the correct spelling of scientific names (Amano et al. 2016 ). Using such data on a global scale might reduce this underlying bias due to the high amount of data, but making prediction on a mesoscale level is, on the contrary, highly problematic (Yang et al. 2015) . On the other hand, holdings of herbaria are increasingly recognized as a highly valuable source for the discovery of new species (c.f. Bebber et al. 2010) as well as for a wide variety of research questions in biodiversity. Additionally, more accurate distribution data are urgently needed for revisions as well as for biogeographical analyses on a mesoscale level in order to achieve an improved understanding of the patterns of diversity and areas of particular conservation concern.
Based on our research in the herbaria of the Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos in Lima (USM) we present new records for three species of Symplocos Jacquin (1760: 5) for Peru, which were previously known only from Southern Ecuador (c.f. Ståhl 2010b). The genus Symplocos with over 300 species is the largest genus in Symplocaceae Desfontaines (1820: 9) (Fritsch et al. 2008 (Fritsch et al. , 2015 in Ericales (APG IV 2016) . The majority of the usually evergreen tree species is native to tropical montane forest distributed in the Americas, South East Asia and tropical Australia. South American Symplocos are exclusively evergreen trees or shrubs primarily found in tropical montane forests. The leaves are always simple, without stipules, and with entire or dentate margins. Flowers are borne singly or arranged in inflorescences with many flowers, usually axillary, sometimes terminal. Flowers have usually five sepals and five or more petals which are fused at the base (Nooteboom 2004) . Several new Symplocos species were described from or reported as new to Peru and southern Ecuador during the last years by Ståhl (1993 Ståhl ( , 1995 Ståhl ( , 2010a Ståhl ( , 2010b and Ulloa Ulloa et al. (2015) . Nevertheless, three additional Symplocos species from northern Peru are reported here for the first time. The number of Peruvian Symplocos species thus rises to 40 in comparison to 32 species known from Ecuador (c.f. Brako 1993 , Ulloa Ulloa 2004 , Ståhl 2010a ). All collections presented here are from northern Peru near the Ecuadorian boarder, often less than 60 km from the type localities (Fig. 1 ).
Material and methods
During a field campaign in northern Peru in March and April 2015, herbarium specimen of Symplocos were revised in three Peruvian herbaria (USM, HUT & CPUN). For USM 237 specimen of Symplocos were revised by using the key presented by Ståhl (2010b) . Datasets of the relevant species from USM were supplemented by additional specimen information from publications (Ståhl 1991 (Ståhl , 2010a as well as tropicos.org. Ståhl (1991: 41) 
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